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MOHAWK COUNCIL OF AKWESASNE EMERGENCY CURFEW BY-LAW 

CURFEW VIOLATION 

A. A person commits the offense of curfew violation if while he or she is the custodial 

parent, legal guardian or other adult person having the care, custody, or supervision of a 

juvenile under the age of (18) years, the juvenile is on or remains on or loiters in, about or 

upon any place private or public within the jurisdiction of the Mohawk Council of 

Akwesasne away from the dwelling house or usual place of abode of the juvenile, 

between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. the following day.  

 

B. The Provisions of this by-law shall not apply under the following circumstances: 

1. When the juvenile is accompanied by his or her custodial parent, legal guardian or 

other adult person having the care, custody, or supervisions of the juvenile; or 

2. Where the juvenile is on an emergency errand where the health or safety of an 

individual is endangered; or  

3. Where the juvenile is in transit from a public or private school event of function 

which began prior to 11:00 p.m. of the same day and he or she is using the most 

direct route from the event or function to his or her dwelling house or usual place 

of abode; or 

4. Where the juvenile is lawfully employed and is en route to or from the 

employment or is engaged in lawful activities related to the employment.  

 

C. Any juvenile found to be in violation of the curfew hours, as set forth in paragraph “A,” 

above, shall be apprehended by the Akwesasne Mohawk Police. The juvenile shall be 

immediately returned to the custody of the juvenile’s custodial parent, legal guardian, or 

other adult person having the care, custody or supervision of the juvenile, by detaining 

officer. If the whereabouts of the juvenile’s custodial parent, legal guardian, or other 

adult person having the care, custody, or supervision of the juvenile can not be 

immediately determined y the detaining officer after reasonable efforts, the juvenile shall 

be turned over to the care and custody of the Akwesasne Child & Family Services. The 

detaining officer shall continue to attempt to establish contact with the juvenile’s 

custodial parent, legal guardian, or other adult person having the care, custody or 

supervision of the juvenile for the purpose of giving notice of the juvenile’s custody with 

the Akwesasne Child & Family Services.  

 

D. It shall be a violation of this By-Law if any person, regardless of age, is operating an 

ATV at any time between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m., unless said person is operating 

ATV on his/her personal property and in a manner that is not disruptive to any neighbor 

or person.  
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E. A custodial parent, legal guardian, or other adult person having the care, custody or 

supervision of the juvenile found to be in violation of the emergency curfew by-law shall 

be sentenced to the following: 

1. 1
st
 OFFENSE: Akwesasne Mohawk Police shall transport the juvenile home and 

speak with the juvenile’s custodial parent, legal guardian, or other adult person 

having the care, custody, or supervision of the juvenile for the purpose of 

explaining the violation. An appearance ticket may be issued. If appearance ticket 

is issued the fine shall be no less than $25.00 and will not exceed $50.00. 

2. 2
nd

 OFFENSE: Akwesasne Mohawk Police will apprehend and transport the 

juvenile back to the police station. The juvenile’s custodial parent, legal guardian, 

or other adult person having the care, custody, or supervision of the juvenile shall 

be notified to pick up juvenile. An appearance ticket will be issued, the fine shall 

be not less than $50.00 and shall not exceed $250.00. 

3. 3
rd

 OFFENSE: An appearance ticket shall be issued, a fine to be no less than 

$150.00 and shall not exceed $500.00. Akwesasne Mohawk Police will contact 

the Akwesasne Child & Family Services.  

4. For a fourth or subsequent offense, an appearance ticket shall be issued, the fine 

shall be no less than $250.00 and no more than $500.00. 

5. The above fines are mandatory and may not be suspended nor converted to 

community services; and 

6. The custodial parent, legal guardian, or other adult person having the care, 

custody, or supervision of the juvenile shall be ordered to make restitution for any 

and all damage done to public or private property by the juvenile during the time 

he or she was in violation of this by-law. Further, this by-law shall take 

precedence over any and all by-laws dealing with restitution to any public or 

private property. 

7. Any juvenile residing outside the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne’s jurisdiction, 

in violation of this by-law will be turned over to the appropriate agencies. 

(Violations may involve children who reside on the Southern portion of 

Akwesasne but violations were committed within the Mohawk Council of 

Akwesasne’s jurisdiction.) 
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The Council of the AKWESASNE (St. Regis) Band of Indian at a meeting held January 8
th

, 

1973, makes the following by-law pursuant to paragraphs (c), (d), (q) and (r) of Section 80 of the 

Indian Act. 

By-Law No. 16 

A by-law to provide for the regulation of the activities of boys and girls on the AKWESASNE 

(St. Regis) Indian Reserve No. 15 & Cornwall Island No. 59, actually or apparently under 16 

years of age.  

(a) No boy or girl on the AKWESASNE (St. Regis) Indian Reserve actually or apparently 

under 16 years of age, shall loiter any place within the said Indian Reserve after ten 

o’clock in the afternoon. 

 

(b) No boy or girl on the AKWESASNE (St. Regis) Indian Reserve actually or apparently 

under 16 years of age, shall be in any place of entertainment, street, lane, by-way or 

common within the said Reserve, or shall be in the course of returning from any place of 

entertainment off the said Reserve after the hour of ten o’clock in the afternoon unless 

accompanied by his or her parent or an adult appointed by a parent to accompany such 

child.  

 

(c) A boy or girl on the AKWESASNE (St. Regis) Indian Reserve found violating the 

provisions of paragraph (a) or (b) may be warned and conducted home by a police 

officer. (R.C.M.P. OFFICER or INDIAN CONSTABLE.) 

 

(d) A parent who permits his child to violate paragraph (a) or (b) shall be guilty of an offence 

and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $10.00 or 

imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven days, or both fine and imprisonment.  

 

(e) This By-Law supercedes the previous approved Curfew By-Law of this Band.  
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The following is the text of By-Law No. 2, which was allowed by the Ministry of Indian Affairs in 

1960 and the listed fine was later amended in 1971. This law is superseded by the Curfew By-

Law enacted in 1973. 

The Council of the Iroquois of St. Regis Band of Indians at a meeting held November 23, 1959, 

makes the following by-law pursuant to paragraphs (c), (d), (q) and (r) Section 80 of The Indian 

Act.  

By-Law No. 2 

A by-law to provide for the regulation of the activities of boys and girls actually or apparently 

under 16 years of age on the St. Regis Indian Agency and living on Cornwall Island in the 

province of Ontario. 

(a) No boy or girl actually or apparently under 16 years of age on the Indian Reserves at the 

Cornwall Island in the Province of Ontario shall loiter any place within the said Indian 

Reserve after nine o’clock in the afternoon from September the 15
th

 till December the 

15
th

, from January the 15
th

 till June the 15
th

 and minus a few days the school is not in 

session at Easter, and after ten’clock in the afternoon from June 16
th

 till September the 

14
th

, from December the 16
th

 till January 14
th

 and also the days that school is not in 

session at Easter.  

 

(b) No boy or girl actually or apparently under 16 years of age on the Indian Reserve at 

Cornwall Island in the Province of Ontario shall be in any place of entertainment, street, 

lane, by-way or common within the said Reserves or shall be in the course of returning 

from any place of entertainment off the said Reserve after the hour of nine o’clock in the 

afternoon from September the 15
th

 till December the 15
th

, from January the 15
th

 till June 

15
th

 and minus a few days that school is not in session at Easter, unless accompanied by 

his or her parent or an adult appointed by a parent to accompany such child.  

 

(c) A boy or girl on the Indian Reserve at the Cornwall Island in the Province of Ontario 

found violating the provisions of paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) may be warned and 

conducted home by a police officer.  

 

(d) A parent who permits his child to violate paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) shall be guilty of 

an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $10.00 or 

imprisonment not exceeding seven days, or both fine and imprisonment.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document has been formatted for public distribution. For a certified copy of the original 

version of the Akwesasne Law, contact the Kaiahnehronshera iehiontakwa – Akwesasne Law 

Registry Registrar located at the Akwesasne Justice Department 


